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By Jo Duckles

THE Diocese of Oxford is 
celebrating the creation of the 
brand new Archdeaconry of 
Dorchester.
   The new Archdeaconry includes 
all of the Oxfordshire parishes 
outside the city of Oxford and 
it is hoped its creation will 
streamline mission work across 
the rural towns and villages. 
    Bishop of Dorchester, the 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, was 
delighted that the move brings 
the diocesan boundaries in line 
with the civil ones, which were 
changed in 1974. 
   “It will enable much more 
joined up thinking. I have already 
been greatly encouraged by the 
mission opportunities that are 
opening up across the county,” 
said Bishop Colin. 
   The move sees the Revd 
Canon Judy French appointed 
as Archdeacon of Dorchester.
Judy, who is currently Vicar of 
Charlbury with Shorthampton 
will take up her post in June.    
Welcoming the appointment, 
Bishop Colin said: “I am delighted 
that Judy French has accepted 
Bishop John’s invitation to 
become the First Archdeacon of 
Dorchester.
   “She is a person of prayer 
who also brings with her wide 
experience both as a Parish Priest 
and as an Area Dean, coupled 
with considerable experience 
from her time as Acting 
Archdeacon.
  Judy has been Vicar of 

Charlbury with Shorthampton 
in West Oxfordshire for the past 
17 years, and also served as 
Area Dean of Chipping Norton 
Deanery for five years.   Before 
coming to the Oxford Diocese she 
served as a curate in the Parish 
of St Mark’s Bilton in Rugby, 
Coventry Diocese, and her title 
curacy in All Saints Botley, in her 
home diocese of Portsmouth. 

   Judy was among the first 
women to be ordained priest in 
1994, in Coventry’s Cathedral, 
and the first female incumbent in 
the Dorchester Area.
   Judy said: “I am absolutely 
delighted to be invited to 
become the first Archdeacon 
of Dorchester. I am looking 
forward immensely to serving the 

parishes and clergy of the new 
Archdeaconry, and supporting 
them in the valuable work they 
do.”
   The Revd Charles Chadwick, 
who is currently Vicar of 
Bridgwater St Mary and 
Chilton Trinity in Somerset, 
will be taking up post as 
Parish Development Adviser 

for the new Archdeaconry in 
early June. Brought up in the 
Diocese of Oxford, Charles’s 
ordained ministry began in 
Buckinghamshire where he 
served for 13 years before moving 
to Somerset in 2001.  Charles 
said: “I’m very excited at this next 
phase of ministry and am looking 
forward to living and working in 
the Oxford Diocese again.”   

God in the life of singer 
Jess Hall page 16

Resourcing God’s vision 
page 11

Streamlined mission in new archdeaconry

The iconic Dorchester Abbey is a central point in the new Archdeaconry. Photo: Nick Forman
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2 News

by Jo Duckles

FRESH food is served up at a 
growing Fresh Expression in rural 
Buckinghamshire.
   Young people aged 11 to 17 regularly 
meet to cook a supper in Hanslope 
Methodist Chapel. Katharine Crowsley, 
from St James, the Anglican church down 
the road, runs the group. While she does 
not come from a culinary background the 
former secondary school teacher had a 
passion for working with, and including, 
young people in the church. 
   “I was aware they don’t get so many 
opportunities to cook at school, especially 
not a whole meal,” says Katharine, who 
went along to a Fresh Expressions vision 
Day. She was inspired by Barbara Glasson, 
a minister who set up Somewhere Else, a 
breadmaking Fresh Expression in Inner 
City Liverpool. 

“I love the idea of cooking 
with people as Jesus 
shared food with his 
disciples.”

   “We are in a rural area. I love the idea 
of cooking with people as Jesus shared 
food with his disciples,” says Katharine, 
who went on to set up Cook@Chapel in 
Hanslope, near Milton Keynes. 
   Katharine wanted to do something that 
would appeal to young people who may 

not have a church background. “For the 
first couple of years young people would 
come for a bit, like a youth club, but now 
it’s much more of a community. It’s really 
grown in the last couple of years.”
   The highlight of the evening for 
Katharine is seeing young people 
developing their faith and the opportunity 
for them to ask questions, discuss and  
becomes a Christian community. “At 
the end of the day when I come home 
after a tiring evening and hear that they 
have passed Christian stories on. Some 
young people who were not from a church 
background had been telling younger 
nephews and nieces stories from the Bible, 
you know the message is getting through.”
   The nights start at 5pm, when the 
leaders meet to set the room up. The 
young people arrive from 5.30pm and 
start preparing the food, chopping the veg 
and baking the puddings. While dinner is 
cooking the group sits in a circle for prayer 
time possibly watching a DVD. “We have 
a mixing bowl and write prayers on pieces 
of paper, place them in the bowl and stir 
them with a wooden spoon.” Prayers might 
be linked to exams, family needs, illnesses 
or events in the world, and more recently, 
the floods that have engulfed the UK.
   From the prayers the group say grace 
and move into mealtime. “There’s another 
Christian element, that’s an informal 
Messy Church, a craft, art and prayer 
activity. I link that to the Lectionary.” 
   The night finishes at about 8.15pm, with 
washing up, which is an important part of 
the young people becoming a community 

together. 
   “Cooking is not my strong point but 
I have been really blessed with a lot of 
leaders who are really good cooks.”
   And some of the young people are also 
good cooks. “Some are really interested 
in food and some just come with friends 
because it’s social.” Cook@chapel is aimed 
at 11 to 18-year-olds, but as the current 
group gets older, Katharine is looking 
at something evolving into a group for 
young adults. I have tried to encourage 
them to take more ownership of it as they 
have become more mature. It’s got to be 
sustainable. There are new people joining 
and we hope the older ones will take it 

forward. They are starting to think about 
what they want to do.” 
   As an offshoot, an allotment has 
been started, which has helped to forge 
community links with the grandfather of 
one of the children who attends Cook@
Chapel getting involved. “People from 
around the village have offered their 
expertise and the volunteers are linking 
up with Cook@Chapel. One lady who is a 
really keen gardener has come onto the 
management group,” said Katharine.  
To watch a film about Cook@chapel 
go to www.freshexpressions.org.uk/
stories/cookatchapel/feb14 or email 
kathcrowsley@aol.com.

Food for thought at Fresh Expression

Young people cooking a Safari Supper to raise money for St James’s parish link in Ghana. Photo: 
Kev Ward.

Celebrations at St Paul’s

A YEAR of celebrations are underway for 
the 150th anniversary of a church built at 
the request of a proprietor of the Times 
newspaper.
   St Paul’s Church, Wokingham, was built 
and enowed to the people of Wokingham 
by John Walter III of Bearwood, a barrister 
and MP, in memory of his first wife, Emily. 
He was proprietor of the Times between 
1847 and 1894.
   The Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud, was the first guest preacher 
at a choral Evensong in January. The Ven. 
Norman Russell, former Archdeacon of 
Berkshire, and his successor, the Ven. 
Olivia Graham, are among those lined 
up to preach at nine special Evensong 

services. There are also four big weekends, 
starting in the middle of March, with a 
churchyard clean, Lent soup lunch and 
party.  A patronal and choir weekend takes 
place over 28 and 29 June with current 
and former members of St Paul’s Choir.
   A Foundation Weekend on 19 and 
20 July will include Love Wokingham 
with acts of service and kindness in the 
community on Saturday and Bishop John 
preaching and presiding at the Sunday 
morning mass.    There will be a Church 
Family Weekend on 18 and 19 October, 
with a focus on baptism. St Paul’s is 
hoping to invite back people who have 
either moved away or stopped attending 
regularly. Throughout Saturday there will 
be a Big Draw Art Weekend. There are 
plans to create a new lighting system. A 
spokesman said: “Working with the Oxford 
Diocese and English Heritage, we will be 
concentrating on what the new lighting 
system needs to do and on raising the 
funds to make the lighting in Church more 
effective and more impressive.”    
   A range of smaller projects have already 
been achieved like the 150th Anniversary 
Church Prayer, the logo and wall calendar. 
The children’s corner is being refurbished, 
new church vistas are being created and a 
date has yet to be confirmed for Beating 
the Bounds, welcoming the Wokingham 
Arts Trail in September as a new venue. 
   Fr Richard Lamey, Rector, said: “So 2014 
is now upon us and it is very exciting! We 
shall make this a year to remember, a year 
in which we build stronger links with our 
community, restore old friendships and 
move confidently into the future God has 
prepared for us.”

Join the Fashion Revolution

WEAR an item of clothing inside out 
during Fashion Revolution Day on April 
24th. The day has been started by a global 
board of industry leaders, campaigners 
and academics who saw the collapse of the 
Rana Plaza complex in Bangladesh as a call 
to arms. 
   For Oxfam, Trading for Development, 
Oxford Fashion Week, People and 
Planet and other Oxford NGOs, it is an 
opportunity to increase awareness of 
employment conditions faced by workers 
and encourage more transparency by 
brands about what they are doing to 
improve them.
   The theme for the first Fashion 
Revolution Day is “Who Made Your 
Clothes?”  We want to use the power of 
fashion to catalyse change and reconnect 

the broken links in the supply chain. By 
wearing an item of clothing inside out, the 
campaign encourages people to question 
who made their clothes. 
   Lord Mayor of Oxford Dee Sinclair has 
agreed to a photocall outside the town 
hall on April 24th. All are welcome to join 
her at 11am. There will also be a photocall 
outside Oxfam House, and a gathering 
inside to discuss ideas for action. Dee is 
pictured above celebrating the city’s 10 
years of Fairtrade Status. 
   Areas outside Oxford are encouraged to 
come along or to start their own Fashion 
Revolution events. 
For more see www.fashionrevolution.
org/ email el@fashionrevolution.org 
or info@tradingfordevelopment with 
your ideas. 

Lord Mayor, Cllr Dee Sinclair, Sebastian Blake chair of OFC and OU students at the Mad Hatter 
Tea Party celebrating 10 years of Oxford as a Fairtrade City during Fairtrade Fortnight.
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Reshaping the Church

Bishop Colin (left) is pictured 
with Basil Eastwood, Chairman 
of the Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust and Becky 
Payne who wrote Churches for 
Communities. They were at 
the book launch which saw 
hundreds of people pack into 
Oxford’s Blackwell’s Bookshop 
in February. 
   The book features 25 case 

studies of re-ordering projects 
designed to make churches 
relevant as sacred spaces and 
community halls for their 
communities for generations 
to come. 
To read edited extracts from 
the book turn to pages eight 
and nine. 
Photo by Jo Duckles.

by Andrew Mackie

THE challenge for every church is 
that – on average – of every 1,000 
people in your parish somewhere 
between 20 and 30 of them 
have learning disabilities. The 
challenge for Bradfield Deanery 
was that people with learning 
disabilities living in nearby 
Reading had ready access to a 
number of Christian groups, but 
for those living in the more rural 
areas access to these groups was 
difficult at best.
   “It was nearly 15 months after 
we identified the need that we 
held our first meeting,” says 
Christine Mackie who leads the 
Meet Monday team.  “During 
that time we identified a team, 
got the agreement of All Saints, 
Upper Bucklebury, that we 
could use their building, and 
got initial financial backing 
from the Deanery Synod.  Three 
people came to our first meeting 

at the start of 2007; today 
we regularly have about 
20 people with learning 
disabilities plus their support 
staff.”
Some of the group’s members 
attend Sunday morning 
services across the Deanery; 
for one woman, Tamsin and 
others, Meet Monday is their 
church. Tamsin chooses seldom 
to leave the house she shares with 
others with learning disabilities.  
A notable exception is that she is 
always first out to the car when 
she knows it will take her to Meet 
Monday!
   The Meet Monday team 
members come from a number 
of churches across the Deanery, 
and the group is partnered with 
Prospects, the Reading based 
disability charity.  
   “We have seen members grow 
tremendously over the years,” 
says Christine, “as we have 

encouraged them to pray for each 
other, for example.  Our aim is to 
value everyone for what they can 
do rather than to know them for 
what they can’t.  What we want to 
do now is share this ministry with 
a church in Newbury, where there 
are lots of people with learning 
disabilities. It seems ridiculous 
that some of them travel into 
the countryside to come to Meet 
Monday because there is no 
Christian group there for them.”
See page seven for more stories 
from around the Bradfield 
Deanery. 

Valuing everyone at Meet Monday

by Martyn Percy

CELEBRATIONS were afoot last month as 
the first English woman priest trained in 
the Church of England became an Anglican  
bishop.
  Helen-Ann Hartley trained for ordination 
at Ripon College, Cuddesdon, and was 
ordained in 2007. She served her curacies 
at Wheatley, near Oxford, and then 
Littlemore, Oxford alongside teaching New 
Testament at Cuddesdon.  In 2011 Helen-
Ann was appointed as Dean of Tikanga 
Pakeha (caring for and overseeing the 
European students) at St John’s College, 
Auckland, New Zealand.  The College 
has three Tikanga (which are in effect, 
“formational communities/cultures”), the 
other two covering Polynesia and Maori.
   In the summer of 2013 it was announced 
that Helen-Ann had been elected as the 
seventh Bishop of Waikato and Taranaki.  
   This is a unique diocese in the Anglican 
Communion, as it has two bishops who 
serve as co-equals, sharing jurisdiction and 
in the pastoral care of the diocese.  The 
present Archbishop is Philip Richardson 
(Tikanga Pakeha), who has his cathedral 
in Taranaki.  The consecration was 

a wonderful service, with hundreds 
attending from across the diocese, and 
also the wider Communion.  The Maori 
Archbishop (Brown Turei) and Tikanga 
Pasefika Archbishop, Winston Halapua, 
shared in the consecration of Helen-Ann, 
along with Bishop Victoria Matthews and 
others.  Myles Hartley played the organ for 
the service, which gave the service a special 
“family feel”.

.an important and timely 
new chapter in church 
history...”

   It was wonderful to have two former 
Cuddesdon ordinands present – Colin 
Datchler, now a Vicar in Wellington, 
NZ; and Nick Brown, Vicar of Louth in 
Lincolnshire.  In fact, it felt like something 
of a Cuddesdon Day.  Bishop Stephen 
Pickard (Professorial Research Fellow at 
Cuddesdon from 2011-12) preached the 
sermon and the Very Revd Peter Rickman 
(Dean of Waikato Cathedral) and the 
Very Revd Jamie Allen (Dean of Taranaki 
Cathedral) both trained at Cuddesdon.

   With Helen-Ann’s consecration, an 
important and timely new chapter in 
church history has been written.  That 
this happened in 2014 is also significant.  
Seventy years ago, in 1944, Bishop R 
O Hall ordained the first woman to the 
priesthood – a daring and prophetic move 
in the dark days of the Second World War.
   Hall was the Anglican Bishop of Hong 
Kong, and in 1944 made proper provision 
for the pastoral and priestly oversight 
of refugees in Macau.  Hall ordained Li 
Tim Oi, who then ministered to refugees 
in Macau, which as a neutral Portuguese 
colony, had not been overrun by the 
Japanese during the Second World War.  
Hall had trained at Cuddesdon at the end 
of the First World War.
   So, 70 years on from Bishop Hall 
ordaining Li Tim Oi, we rejoice with 
the Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki in 
their appointment of Helen-Ann as their 
seventh bishop.  And we pray for Helen-
Ann too – that she may have the strength, 
wisdom and vision needed for this new 
work.
Martyn Percy is the Principal of Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon. 

Rejoicing as Helen-Ann is consecrated bishop

Helen-Ann at her consecration. 
Photo Luci Harrison

The fastest way to spread the news
by Liz Roberts

I’M taking part in the @OurCofE 
campaign because social media 
(and it doesn’t just have to be 
Twitter) is the next best thing 
to word of mouth in spreading 
news. It’s certainly faster!  And 
what more encouraging news 
could there be than that the 
parish church is relevant to and 
engaging with the people it 
serves?   
   In Harwell and Chilton, our 
beautiful, ancient buildings may 
not be at the centre of things 
geographically, but our vibrant 
congregations certainly try 
to live out the church vision - 
‘sharing life at the heart of the 
community, making followers 
of Jesus’.  140 character 

“vignettes”(from Rev Kate 
Bottley in the Diocese of 
Southwell and Nottingham) in 
the first week of the @OurCofE 
campaign covered college 
students being given money 
management help and walking 
alongside the parents of an 
infant who has died.  
   My contributions from rural 
South Oxfordshire during the 
week commencing 17 March 
aimed to give an insight into 
not just what our churches 
were up to but the impact, too.  
Even if you don’t normally do 
Twitter, following @OurCofE over 
the next year must be worth a try.  
I’m full of hope that this simple 
idea will inspire and encourage 
anyone trying to put love into 

practical action at local level.
Liz Roberts is a member of the 
Harwell and Chilton churches 
and works in communications 
for the South Oxfordshire 
Housing Association. 

Stations at Stone
by Karen Gorham

Make the opportunity to take 
some time out during Holy 
Week to ponder the Stations 
of the Cross.  The Stations of 
the cross will be set out in the 
grounds of The Rectory, Stone  
(HP17 8RZ), the home of the 
Archdeacon of Buckingham, from 

Palm Sunday until Holy Saturday.  
Visitors are invited to help 
themselves to a prayer sheet from 
the porch and wander around the 
garden in their own time, seating 
will be provided.  A book to leave 
comments will also be available.  
For more information please ring 
01865 208266.
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A Mothering Sunday montage
Jessica Hallion reflects on 
what she’ll be doing on 
Mothering Sunday and 
suggests an activity you could 
do individually or with your 
church’s youth or children’s 
group. 

This year Mothering Sunday is the 30 
March. I have booked the day off work 
and I am sure Mum will be very happy I 
am home, along with my dog Monty, to 
make sure she feels special. I am an only 
child on Mum’s side of the family and it 
falls to me to make sure she feels epic for 
a day.  
    There is only one small issue, Mothering 
Sunday is the same day as the OX5 Run in 
aid of The John Radcliffe Hospital.  I will 
be running for my second year and that 
means Mum will be driving me, Monty 
and my stepfather to and from the event.      
Some may say not a great way to treat 
your mother but I would disagree. 
  My family have interesting memories 
from last year’s event.   It was very, very 
cold is the first comment we would make. 
Yet I happily ran off into the distance 
whilst my Mum took care of little Monty 
dog. Being a good person she took him 
back to the car and put the heating on 
full blast and let him get warm and curl 

up. She loved it! There is now a video on 
Mum’s phone of him cuddling into her out 
of the icy breeze.  As a family we love that 
video because it sums up how we feel 
about, and see, each other.  
   I’m normally off doing something active 
for charity.  My stepdad makes sure we 
are on time and feeling supported while 
Mum takes care of us all. You may notice 
that I seem to be doing something alone, 
not with the family unit. You are right. You 
may wonder why, especially on Mothering 
Sunday, I can make my Mum feel happy 
or special by running alone. The answer is 
simple! My Mum is so motherly she wants 
me to help others and empower others to 
be motherly.  
   It makes her happy and proud when 
I do. Think of what the John Radcliffe 
Hospital, or your local hospital, has done 
for families, maybe yours or maybe people 
you know. Hospitals help mothers, fathers, 
brothers and sisters, old and young.  This 

Mothering Sunday I hope you 
will spend time with your family 
but also take a few minutes to 
think about the others who also 
look after you and those you care 
about.   Try the special activity to 
see who you think is motherly.

Make a collage
You will need: Paper; colouring 
pens, maybe some photographs 
and glue, or if you are ‘high tech’ 
you can do this on a computer or 
app.

1. Begin by drawing or choosing 
the shape of your collage. Then 
put a picture of you in the middle 
either by drawing or sticking. you 
can take inspiration from mine (right).
2. Have a think about all the people who 
‘mother’ you, who take care of you, or 
protect you. 
3. Now write the name of the person, put 
in a photo or draw each person, in a gap 
on the collage. 
4. Think of all of the people who look 
out for you or your friends or the other 
members of your family. Some people, if 
they were to make a collage, may have 
more names or pictures than others, or a 
different person but that is what makes 
each person special.

5. Think about how the people in your 
collage ‘mother’ and take care of you. 
Remember that some children are unable 
to live with their mothers or family but 
have other people take care for them. 
Take some time to consider and pray for 
other special people you may know who 
take care of and look after lots of children, 
adults or older people in many different 
ways. 
6. Finally, reflect how people can be 
‘motherly’ to each other and if there is a 
way you can help.
Jessica Hallion is the Canon’s Verger at 
Oxford’s Cathedral at Christ Church. 

by Jo Duckles

BOOKSHELVES is a recording 
designed to calm your nerves 
after a stressful day. These are 
cheerful, relaxing and nostalgic 

tunes clearly influenced by Jess Hall’s 
native Devon coast. 
    This debut album from folk singer 
Jess Hall was launched at a Friday night 
concert at the Holywell Music Rooms, 
a venue that is more than 260 years old 
and part of Oxford University. And it has 
seats. This was one of very few times in 
my life that I’ve sat down at a gig. So after 
a warm-up act and a short interval, Jess 
took to the stage to sing Bookshelves 
straight through, all nine songs, to an 
entranced audience. Jess’s popularity was 
clear as there were very few tickets left on 
the door and the venue was packed.

‘Jess is a gifted singer 
with an amazing voice.’

   The acoustics were perfect and Jess is a 
gifted singer with an amazing voice. I’ve 
reviewed musicians from local bands to 
the biggest rock acts and what I found 
refreshing about Jess was her genuine 
performance. She made the most of her 
voice, and the musicians accompanying 
her, with no pomp and ceremony and no 
attempts at ‘being cool’. This was simply 
good music, perfomed well in an intimate 
and relaxed venue. Of course there was a 
little banter between the songs, but the 
night was about showcasing the album. 
   The likes of Mumford and Sons and 
Laura Marling have contributed to a 

massive rise in new and ‘cool’ folk music. 
Jess’s sound is softer than either of these, 
and the music is more uplifting. In fact 
the only ‘traditional’ sounding folk tune is 
I Will Give My Love an Apple. It is also the  
only song not written by Jess.
   So the concert was a huge success. I 
got over having to sit down and was a bit 
worried that I enjoyed the total relaxation 
a bit too much for someone who is 
supposed to be a rock chick. I enjoyed the 
night so much that I immediately bought 
the CD and it’s been going round in my 
stereo for the last few weeks. And it’s 
enhanced the diversity of a collection that 
is otherwise a shameful mix of rock, indie 
and blues mixed with a few discs worth of 
worship tunes.
   Yes, I have got plenty of Mumford and 
Marling type artists in my collection, but 
Bookshelves has added a welcome touch of 
more chilled out listening.  
Bookshelves is available to listen to and 
to buy from www.jesshallsongs.co.uk
As well as being a singer Jess is the 
Regional Christian Aid Co-ordinator for 
Berkshire. To read more about her turn 
to page 16. 

Bookshelves: Jess Hall
www.jesshallsongs.co.uk

New-look Egg hits the shelves
OUT of the 80 million 
chocolate Easter Eggs sold 
each year, The Real Easter 
Egg is the only one with a 
copy of the Easter story in 
each box. The Real Easter 
Egg campaign aims to 
establish giving a Real Easter 
Egg as a tradition.
    The supermarkets still 
don’t stock enough, so last 
year more than 120,000 
were sent through the post 
directly to churches and 
individuals. To date  more 
than 450,000 eggs have 
been bought by churches 
and more than £120,000 has 
been donated to charity.
    The Real Easter Egg has 
three versions - The Original 
Real Easter Egg has had 
a complete re-design and 
now includes a 24 page 
Easter story book and a pack 
of  milk chocolate chunky 
buttons in the box. The Special Edition 
Real Easter Egg is made of Belgian milk 
chocolate. It comes with an olive wood 
holding cross from the Holy land and an 
orange milk chocolate bar. The Sharing box 
is designed for services, assemblies and 
events. It comes with 20 ‘Christ is Risen’  
foiled 6cm midi-milk chocolate eggs and 20 
Easter story booklets.

 Join the campaign
Last year many congregations had a 
champion who promoted the Real Easter 
Egg, put sign-up lists in church, took 
money and placed a direct order with 
The Meaningful Chocolate Company.  To 
download resources, register for special 

offers or to find out more visit www.
realeasteregg.co.uk.  You can buy from the 
official shop Traidcraft and independent 
shops.

Enter the competition
The Door has five Original Real Easter 
Eggs to give away to the winners of our 
April competition. To be in with a chance 
of winning simply answer the following 
question:
How many chocolate Easter eggs are sold 
each year? Send your answers to Real 
Easter Egg Competition, the Door, Diocesan 
Church House, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The 
deadline for entries is Friday 4 April.  
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Come and take part as together we explore where God is leading us.
Clergy Conference:  24 - 27 March 2014 

LLM Conference: 27 - 29 June 2014 
Gathering for the whole church family: 20 - 21 September 2014 

Imagining faith ...

2014 is a special year for us.  It’s the 
final year of the first five-year phase of 
our ‘Living Faith’ vision.  It’s also the 
year when we are focusing on the fifth 
strand - ‘Shaping Confident Collaborative 
Leadership’. 

I’m delighted to tell you about three 
important events we have planned.  Each 
will offer a chance to reflect on all we’ve 
experienced over the last few years and 

to discern a common vision for the future as we journey on 
together. 

The events offer a time to think afresh about the challenges 
and opportunities of living as Christians at the start of the  
21st century, imagining what it would be like to live primarily 

not according to the way of the world, but according to the life 
of God’s kingdom.  My hope is that the Imagining faith series 
will inspire and encourage us, releasing energy across the 
diocese. 
 
The planning group has put together an impressive programme 
with some absolutely excellent speakers.  And there really is 
something for everyone - whether you are clergy or laity, old or 
young, a lifelong Anglican or relatively new to faith.

This is a chance for us to come together as the Body of Christ 
with all our different perspectives.  Together we are stronger 
and can enrich each other’s lives.  So please encourage your 
colleagues , friends and fellow worshippers to join in. 
 
I look forward to seeing you there.

ONE YEAR - THREE MAJOR EVENTS

Phone 01865 208251 or go to
www.oxford.anglican.org/imaginingfaith  

to find out more.
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Around the Deaneries - Bradfield
AREA Dean the Revd 
Will Watts (right) 
describes his mainly 
rural deanery and some 
exciting forthcoming 
church anniversaries. 
   Will, Priest in 
Charge of Basildon 
with Aldworth and 
Ashampstead, says:  “I believe the work and 
vision of the Church is done in the local 
churches. The Deanery Synod is a forum 
where churches and benefices can share 
ideas and focus on what they do best.”
In  Basildon, the original church was by the 
river and is still there, under the care of the 
Churches Conservation Trust. For more  
see http://tinyurl.com/nc2ohlp. 
   “We have services there five or six times 
a year. Basildon expanded in the 19th 

Century because of the clay pits for brick 
making and people weren’t going down to 
church so they built a tin chapel here in 
1911.”
   The current building, St Stephen’s, 
dates from 1965 and 50th anniversary 
celebrations will be held next year. Will 
says: “We replaced the pews with chairs 
and put carpet down. We now have a 
building that is much more user friendly. 
I’m told that the village has changed a lot. 
It used to have a garage, a couple of shops 
and a couple of pubs. 
   “It’s now got one pub but it’s lost a lot of 
what used to make it a community. The 
school is thriving, they have built a new 
classroom, but a lot of people work in 
Reading and London and despite its rural 
setting it functions more as a commuter 
village.”   St Stephen’s is bridging the gap in 
facilities. Since 2009 it has housed a post 
office twice a week in the hall, complete 
with a café with home made scones and 
cakes. 
   St Stephen’s is not the only church 
in Will’s benefice to celebrate a big 
anniversary next year. St Mary’s, Aldworth 
has a rich history and will be celebrating 
its  700th anniversary in 2015.  “There is 

a piece of paper dated 2nd 
August 1315 in the library 
at Salisbury Cathedral. It’s 
from when St Mary’s opened 
and we have a copy of it. It’s a 
very interesting church,” says 
Will, proudly announcing that 
it features in Simon Jenkins’ 
England’s Thousand Best 
Churches
   “It contains unique stone 
effigies to the De la Beche 
family. They were high 
ranking civil servants during 
the reign of Edward 2nd and 
Edward 3rd. One was the 
Constable of the Tower of 
London.”      
   Will and his team are in the 
process of putting together 
a permanent exhibition and 
a series of events to take 
place throughout 2015. He 
is also in contact with the 
family of Laurence Binyon, the poet who 
wrote For the Fallen in 1914, in tribute to 
those who died in the First World War.   
“We are hoping to restore the grave,” says 
Will. “The church has an extension with 
a toilet and kitchen. Last autumn we 

started breakfast church, replacing a thinly 
attended family communion. Now we get 
about 30 people each time and some of 
them have never been to church before. We 
don’t get the same group of people every 
time.”

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Will Watts 
Lay Chair: Christoper Newman 
Number of Churches: 26 
Number of Benefices: 8  
Number of Clergy: 16      

News from Aldermaston and Woolhampton

by Becky Bevan

Weddings continue to be 
a large part of life in the 
Bradfield Deanery with 
the parish of Aldermaston 

with Wasing conducting 80 ceremonies 
last year. Couples who live outside the 
parish must attend church for nine 
months before the ceremony in order to 
qualify to have a church wedding which 
means that St Nicholas’ church Wasing 
has a congregation of over 100 under 
40s. Marriage Preparation days gather 
around 40 people at a time to help couples 
explore what it means to get married in 
church. Aldermaston with Wasing PCC has 
two members who came to church to get 
married and stayed.  
 The Butterfly and Bee nectar garden 
in the churchyard at St Peter’s Brimpton 
was a huge success last year and volunteers 
are already preparing the ground for this 
year’s planting. The picture above shows 
the blessing of the garden last June.
   The Bradfield Deanery Spiritual 
Development Group exists to put on 
events across the deanery on subjects 
relating to faith and life. The group also 

organises small group discussions and 
Quiet days. A new venture this year is a 
monthly discussion group called ‘Let’s Do 
Theology’. 
   St Matthew’s Midgham has opened up 
overgrown scrub land to create a car park. 
A toilet has been installed in a disused 
boiler room, and a kitchen area built in 
the church.  These low cost improvements 
open up all sorts of new uses for the 
church and help to protect its future.
   St Mary’s Aldermaston has moved 
its once-a-month Family Communion 
service to a nearby school so that a new 
children’s church can be set up. The 
church building has no meeting room or 
toilets and so nowhere to run separate 
children’s activities on a Sunday morning. 
While plans are developed to improve the 
facilities at St Mary’s the decision was 
taken to move to school once a month to 
cater for the growing number of children 
in the congregation. The first Sunday at 
school saw 18 children enjoying Sunday 
Club and a packed school hall for worship. 
The Revd Becky Bevan is Priest-
in- Charge of the Aldermaston and 
Woolhampton Benefice.    

Church thrives in Theale

by Ann Templeman

PERHAPS the most exciting new 
initiative is Family Church in Theale. 
   Mums said they wanted their children 
to ‘have a bit of God.’  We have had 
Pancake Church, Light Up Church and 
Championship Church. We have driven in 
tractors around Theale and Englefield on 
a Prayer Safari and let off balloons over 
Theale in  Pentecost (Lift Off Church) 
with messages  telling people “God 
loves you.” We meet at 4pm monthly on 
a Sunday, starting with a craft activity 
and then have a short interactive all 
age service with action songs and 
which usually features our new church 
orchestra. 
   Average attendance is about 70 people 
who don’t attend on a Sunday morning. 
It has been a great way of introducing our 
baptism families to church. 
   Also new is our monthly non-
Eucharistic Morning Worship service 
which has drawn in a significant number 
of new people who find this service 
much more accessible than the Parish 
Communion service. This service is 
slightly shorter than normal, with well-
known hymns, a drama sketch, and a 
children’s song. 
   Sunday school takes place 
every Sunday, and has expanded to two 
groups for different ages. We now have 
a church orchestra, consisting of adults 

and young people who accompany one 
hymn at our new monthly Morning 
Worship service and the same song at 
Family Church. 
   This has been a brilliant way of 
discovering some hitherto unknown 
talent and bringing different age 
groups together.  The new Junior Choir  
meets weekly before senior choir. (The 
combined choirs are pictured above.) 
Trinity Bunnies is our new Toddler 
Group, which attracts 60-70 mums and 
toddlers every Tuesday morning. As 
well as the usual craft activities and The 
Wheels on the Bus, we also have a Bible 
story and some Christian action songs.
    A slightly different initiative is Theale 
Friends; this is a joint befriending 
scheme with Theale Futures. It matches 
up the lonely and housebound with 
people willing to visit them regularly. 
We have funding from West Berkshire to 
support this. It’s been a great joy being 
involved to develop all our community 
links; the Jubilee celebrations, 
the Olympic Torch and now the 
Commemoration of World War I have 
provided wonderful opportunities of 
working with the Parish Council, schools 
and local businesses.
The Revd Ann Templeman is Priest-in-
Charge of the Theale and Englefield 
Benefice.  
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CHURCHES are being reshaped to once again become the central hubs of communities across the UK.  
Some of the best examples have been highlighted in a book published as part of the  50th Anniversary of 
the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. 

St Luke’s was founded in 1933 as 
a mission hall for Cold Harbour, 
in South Oxford.  The building 
is licensed for worship, but not 

consecrated, so it comes under the secular 
planning system rather than the Faculty 
Jurisdiction. In 2009, The Big Project 
was launched to rebuild and renew the 
church. The design is based on the existing 
foundations, although extended slightly, 
and an additional room, the ‘Chill-Out 
Room’, is to be added. The timber frame 
was in good condition so it will be retained, 
while the asbestos panelling and rotten 
woodwork will be removed.
   St Luke’s is in one of the poorest parts of  
Oxford. It has a long history of reaching out 
to the community. In the spring of 2013 it 
acted as an ‘Ark’ for nearby residents who 
were flooded out. (This was repeated in 2014, 
see the February Door.)
     St Luke’s runs regular activities, such as 
a baby and toddler group, a Monday Club 
for five-to-eight-year-olds, Monday Plus 
for nine-to-twelve-year-olds, Wednesday 
drop-in sessions for mainly older people, 
and Youth Space, for teenagers.   Those who 
need a quieter space will be able to use the 
Chill-Out room. Properly equipped with IT, 
it will enhance St Luke’s work with young 
and vulnerable people, for example helping 
them write CVs and look for jobs. The 
improved kitchen will encourage new skills, 
particularly in young people who love to 
cook. The building will be more accessible to 
disabled people.           
    From the start, young people were 
involved in  design and fund-raising.  In 
2010, members of the Youth Group put 
together a presentation for a Youth Capital 
Fund panel and won a £50,000 grant.   The 
Steering Committee managed to raise the 
required £500,000 a few months after the 
building works started. This left them with 
a further £50,000 to find for furniture and 
equipment, plus start-up costs for new 
youth and community projects.

   The two biggest funders were WREN 
(£75,000) and the Veolia Environmental 
Trust (£100,000); they also obtained 
funding from the Garfield Weston 
Foundation and other local charities. The 
Committee set up the 100 Club Scheme, 
in which people signed up to give a small 
amount each month for three years. This 
helped secure a loan from the Diocese.
   There have been some imaginative 
fund-raising events. The 2012 Pigs Can 
Fly summer fête had a pig theme, with a 
hog roast, a mini-‘Olympigs’ and the grand 
opening of a giant piggy bank made by the 
children. The Paintathon in September 
2012 was a day when artists (including 
the vicar) painted all day and there were 
art workshops. The Youth Group have 
organised events such as the annual St 
Luke’s Got Talent contest, and cake sales, 
which have promoted the project within the 
community.
   Everyone in the community was invited to 
the last service and community lunch at St 
Luke’s before the handover, with the church 
specially decorated by a local artist with 

a ‘tree of life’ theme. The Salvation Army 
Band led a parade from St Luke’s to the 
former site of South Oxford Baptist Church, 
where joint church services will be held with 
the Salvation Army. The committee can rent 
space there, so all their midweek activities 
can continue. They hoped to be able to 
return to St Luke’s in December 2013, but 
are looking for ways to continue their link 
with the Salvation Army.
     Jane Sherwood says they want to 
continue the existing groups and look at 
working with other organisations to offer 
support to those dealing with debt and 
family break-ups. They want to run more 
courses in IT and help to support people 
back into employment. They already share a 
children/family worker and a youth worker 
with St Matthew’s and help to raise funds 
to pay for the posts.

“Hold on to your original 
vision but be prepared to 
revise some of your plans.” 

   Getting planning permission for a 
building on a flood plain, negotiating a new 
lease with the council and fund-raising were 
all major challenges. But maybe the most 
emotional challenge was getting everyone 
to agree on a colour scheme. There were 
so many contradictory demands (vibrant/
calming) that in the end the Steering 
Committee had to make some executive 
decisions.
   So what advice would St Luke’s give to 
anyone thinking of a similar scheme? Hold 
on to your original vision, but be prepared 
to revise some of your plans. The first 
planning application was turned down 
and they had to submit several amended 
versions before obtaining approval. Some 
of the grand ideas that they had to begin 
with, such as incorporating flats to raise 
income through letting out parts of the 
building, turned out not to be what the 
neighbourhood wanted. They wanted a 
proper successor to the old St Luke’s and so 
that is what was created.
   www.stlukesoxford.org.uk/

St Luke’s, Canning Crescent

St Luke’s after the refurbishment. 

Members of the youth group won a £50,000 Youth Capital Fund grant. 

Holidays Abroad

Retreats

ITALY
Near Romantic Rome
Self catering in rural 

tranquillity, sleeps 2-4.
Wonderful views, historic

village.  Tel: 07836 650834
villagirasole@hotmail.com
www.villettagirasole.com

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome

awaits you at 
Kingford House  

Enjoy excellent home cuisine ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com

www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

Holidays at Home
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St Mary the Virgin,  Witney

Witney is the largest town 
in West Oxfordshire, with 
a population of 27,000. 
The High Street Methodist 

Church has recently completed a reordering 
including a café space. Witney is large 
enough to support both this and the 
Anglican church, and there are plenty of 
surrounding villages with no facilities. St 
Mary’s stands at one end of Church Green, 
at the edge of the busy town centre, and 
its tall spire makes it a landmark for miles 
around.
   During an ongoing major re-ordering, the 
PCC’s vision was for the church to become 
what it calls ‘The Venue’, a multi-purpose 
building that will become a major cultural 
focus for the area. St Mary’s is already 
used for civic occasions, film festivals, 
exhibitions and a range of fund-raising and 
musical events. It is also used by schools for 
special occasions.
   The Revd Toby Wright, Team Rector, 
says, “We feel a strong sense of call to the 
community and are completely committed 
to engage with it, serving it in a wide 
variety of ways. We want to be able to offer 
a sacred space, but also a space for building 
and strengthening community.”
   In 2012, the church held its first beer 
festival and repeated the event in 2013. 
It sold out both years, even though in the 
second year there was twice as much beer 
as in the first. In 2013 it hosted Witney’s 
first ever Food and Drink Festival. This 
was again a success that the PCC intends to 
repeat.

   

Phase One, the comprehensive repair of 
the roofs of the north and south transepts, 
and the nave and associated stonework, so 
as to render the building watertight and 
weatherproof, was completed in December 
2010. It cost £330,000.
   Phase Two is a major renewal and 
reordering of the interior which will involve 
the reflooring of the whole church; the 
installation of underfloor heating; a new 
lighting system; major refurnishing of the 
nave and the sanctuary area; the relocation 
of the Lady Chapel; the provision of further 
office space; and the extension of the 
kitchen and toilet facilities.
   In the 1980s toilets were installed in 
the south porch and the multi-purpose 
Winchester Room was built in the south 

transept. A parish office and vestry were 
created in the Wenman Room at the west 
end of the north aisle because separate 
spaces were needed for different activities, 
including a soundproof area for children.
   In 2008 an urgent need for roof repairs 
was identified. The PCC also recognised 
that a major interior restoration and 
reordering would be necessary if the church 
were to continue to meet the needs of the 
community and its growing congregation. 
The floor, a mixture of tiles, concrete and 
wood, is in very poor condition, the heating 
inefficient and the interior shabby.
       In 2011, the PCC commissioned a 
social audit as part of its campaign appeal. 
The report, published in January 2012, 
recommended that St Mary’s play to its 
main strengths: the richness and beauty it 
brings to performances and cultural events, 
the wide range of curriculum areas for 
which it can offer a teaching resource, and 
the quiet space it offers to those seeking a 
place for contemplation. 
    The PCC is working with Jeremy Bell of 
JBKS Architects. Toby says: “In the past 
people have tended to do separate pieces of 
work at different times without thinking 
of the whole. We need to work with the 
architect and the DAC to ensure that there 
is a coherent plan for the building and that 
we work with the history and architecture 
of the building and produce something of 
excellence.”    
   The plan is to extend the Winchester 
Room and add a second floor and gallery 
to provide additional meeting space. The 
PCC has been working with a local catering 
company to upgrade the kitchen 
facilities so that professional 
catering can be provided on-site for 
weddings, funerals, special church 
services and cultural events. Space 
can also be made available for 
corporate hire.
   The south porch will be developed 
to provide upgraded and additional 
toilets, a spiral stair and a lift up 
to the Winchester Room’s Upper 
Room. The liturgical space is also 
being developed. The intention 
is to open up the areas near the 
transepts, which will allow greater 
visibility from the seating there. As 
an interim measure, it is proposed 

to remove the dais on which the principal 
altar currently sits, in order to experience 
the flexibility of space on one level, and to 
move the altar further west. The chancel 
will be developed as the centre of sacred 
space.    
   The current estimate for the total cost 
of the project is £2 million. Fund-raising 
started in August 2008. Applications for 
grants were submitted to a number of 
Trust Funds and English Heritage, and this 
raised £235,400. A direct appeal to those 
on the Electoral Roll brought in a further 
£10,000. By January 2013, about £370,000 
had been raised, most of which has been 
spent on the roof work. The restoration and 
renewal phase, which is expected to cost 
£1.7 million, was launched at a reception 
in March 2011 in the presence of HRH The 
Princess Royal.

   Ideally, the PCC would have liked to raise 
the entire sum before starting work, but 
realising this could take years, they have de-
cided to break the project down into small 
affordable stages, which can be undertaken 
as soon as the money is on hand. “This will 
enable us to keep moving gradually and 
keep up momentum,” says Mr Wright, “and 
people are more likely to invest if they can 
see that things are happening.” 
www.witneyparish.org.uk/

The case studies above are edited extracts 
from Churches for Communities: Adapting 
Oxfordshire’s Churches for Wider Use, by 
Becky Payne. Adapted with permission of the 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. For a 
copy of the book go to www.ohct.org

The food festival in the church: Photo Rosemary Harris

Looking towards the east end showing the new chairs. Photo Rosemary Harris.

designed and hand made in Dorset
- treasured across the country

Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0414

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

E. Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

Family orientated funeral directors of distinction.
Serving Maidenhead, Slough, Windsor

and the surrounding areas since 1712.

Professional advice and guidance
from our caring staff.

Monumental Masonry.
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans.

For personal assistance,
24 hours, please contact:

12-13 Colonnade, High Street
MAIDENHEAD - 01628 787 738

40 Church Street
SLOUGH - 01753 520 081

61 St. Leonards Road
WINDSOR - 01753 865 982

visit our website:
www.esargeant.co.uk

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)
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BOOKS
CHANGE
LIVES...

FREE
BOOK!

Scholarly insight

A powerful story
A vision for the future

Music

when you sign up to
our newsletter online

and mention ‘The Door’Tel: 08453 679 676 or 01373 823 451 
3-4 The Drove, Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JE 

• Wide selection of handpicked books,  
   Bibles, music and gifts
• Over 30 years bookselling experience
• Competitive with internet prices
• Regular magazines to keep you informed 
• Friendly office team
• Promotions, sales and offers, with Free Delivery on                
.  orders over £10 
• Ordering service for those hard to find titles

www.aslanchristianbooks.com

Youth
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Christian giving: Resourcing God’s vision 

Robin Brunner-
Ellis on the 
link between 
Christian vision 
and Christian 
giving as statistics 
prove that church 
attendance is on 
the up. 

Many 
churches ask me how to 
encourage members to be 
more generous in their 

Christian giving.  Often they also ask 
how they can attract more people to 
their church.  These two questions are 
not unrelated and, to understand them 
together in their wider spiritual context, 
we need to move from asking “How” to 
reflecting on “Why”, asking questions such 
as “Why does God call us together as a 
church?”  “Why might people be attracted 
to join in with us?”
   In his first Presidential Address to 
the General Synod as Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby identified the 
goal for us to take forward the “spiritual 
and numerical growth in the Church” 
through evangelism.  This should not be 
just for a five-or-ten year period but for a 
generation or more.   In Jesus’s ministry 
to his followers he identifies evangelism as 
“seeking the lost” and “sharing the Good 
News” (Matthew 9.37-38) something that 
all our churches can do.

What inspires growth?
Although growth of any kind seems ever 
elusive for many churches around the 
diocese, an increasing number of them 
are experiencing growth.  In 2011 (the 
latest year for which we have full statistics) 
our own diocese saw an average rise in 
attendance figures of just under three per 
cent.  This is mirrored across the national 

Church where statistics show that 30 per 
cent of churches are growing.  
   Feedback from churches experiencing 
numerical growth identifies the key 
to this as being the support they give 
people as they make their way on their 
faith journeys.  This is about the life-long 
learning process that we call discipleship.  
Jesus calls us to make disciples by 

transforming our individual lives and those 
in the communities in which we live out 
our discipleship (Matthew 28.16-20; Mark 
16.15; Luke 24.47-49; John 20.21-23).  
   As Bishop John describes in Living Faith 
in the future, we can do this in each of our 
churches by one-to-one mentoring, by 
accompanying people on their journey 
into faith through nurture courses such as 
Emmaus or Alpha, through confirmation 
classes or just simple friendship.
   Where does Christian giving fit into this 
picture?  Numerous surveys have shown 
that our personal response as Christian 
givers is directly linked to where we are on 
our own faith journey.   
Where are we on our journey of 
generous giving?
In 2005 I came up with the idea for the 
Six Steps in Christian Giving – a way to 
help our church members to reflect on 
the links between their Christian journey 
and their developing attitude to giving  
(see below left).Taken up by the National 
Church’s Stewardship Committee, the Six 
Steps were developed as a resource for the 
whole Church.  Recently when Googling I 
discovered that the Six Steps are now being 
used by Roman Catholics in Tampa, Florida 
and Episcopalians in West Washington, 
USA to reflect on their generosity.  
Beginning with prayer  
Prayer is the first and most important 
resource we have as Christians because it 
allows us to hear where God is leading us.  
This is confirmed by churches experiencing 
growth who put prayer first in planning 
for a sustainable future.  Walking with 
a Generous God is the name I gave to 
my two-year cycle of prayers for use in 
worship, PCC meetings and house groups; 
the prayer connects Christian giving and 
thanksgiving with our journey as we grow 
in relationship with God.  
A key to growth?
A brand new report, From Anecdote to 
Evidence presents the most up-to-date 
research findings on the challenge of 
church growth across the Church of 
England (www.churchgrowthresearch.org.
uk).   Of those churches who report a clear 
sense of mission and purpose, 64 per cent 
have grown compared with 25 per cent 
who have declined.  For those who stated 
that they did not have a sense of clear 
mission and purpose, 26 per cent have 
grown and 52 per cent had declined.
Mission resource planning: focusing 
on the future
To help more churches grow  the Diocesan 
Stewardship Reference Group, comprising 
clergy and laity, is developing a mission 
resource planning programme. During 
2014 we will be piloting the programme in 
a cross-section of parishes (small to large, 
rural to urban).   
   This step-by-step approach is designed 
to fit within a PCC’s existing planning 
schedule, not as an adjunct to ordinary 
PCC business but as the means to generate 
energy, inspire greater commitment, and 
focus on the future of our church.
For help and support contact Robin 
Brunner-Ellis, Chistian Giving and 
Fundraising Officer for the Diocese: 
robin.brunner-ellis@oxford.anglican.
org, 01865 208254 or Jeni Hobbs 01865 
208288. 

Christians using the Six Steps first identify which step on the journey to faith relates to them personally and then reflect on how 
they might consider moving on to the next step in that journey: 
Survival  Some of us give because we feel strongly about the need for our church to survive 
and maintain its place in society.  Yet the church is there for more than just emergencies: it is 
there to proclaim the ‘good news to all’ and to help people grasp it for themselves.  
Reflection  Can you invest in something that could be of a real and lasting value to many 
people?  (Matthew 6: 1-4.)
Supermarket  Some support those church activities that mean the most to them.  Yet Jesus 
challenged his disciples to share what they had with others.  
Reflection  Can you help support a ministry where you receive nothing but others might receive 
a great deal?  (John 15: 16.)
Support  Some of us believe strongly in the need to support our church, including our work 
out in the community around us.  We believe that our church communities are important for so 
many people and that we can care for those who cannot care for themselves.  
Reflection  What can you do to grow your support both financially and practically to enable 
your church to do the things that help grow God’s mission to the people of your parish and the 
wider world?  (1 Chronicles 29:1-5.)
Subscription  Many of us already recognise strongly the need to pay our share as members of 
our church and as partners in its vision of God’s Kingdom.  
Reflection  Have you found out how much it costs for your church to carry out that mission?  
Have you thought and prayed about the amount you contribute to make it happen?  (2 
Corinthians 8: 1-12.)
Submission  “Do you submit to Christ” the priest or minister asks parents and godparents at 
a baptism. “I submit to Christ” each replies.  Submission is about recognising there is a higher 
power and giving in to that power.  
Reflection  Does your response to Jesus dominate your life rather than your desires?  Does your 
giving respond to God and his mission rather than just meeting the needs of the churches? 
(Genesis 32:24-32.)
Sacrifice  We are each called to become Christ-like, and to give joyfully and sacrificially 
following Jesus Christ. 
Wherever you are on your Christian journey of generous giving:
Lord Jesus, 
What I have belongs to you and I ask you to help me be a good steward of all that is yours 
and joyfully share what you ask me to share and give what you ask me to give.  In humble 
obedience and joyful praise.  Amen 

Six Steps in Christian Giving

Prayer is the most important resource we have as Christians. Photo: Istock. 
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Come and join us 
to learn through 
lectures and 
teaching, and by 
being together and 
having time  
for yourself.   

“

”
SUMMER SCHOOL  
AND GUIDED RETREATS

GUIDED 
RETREATS

BIBLICAL  
AND 

THEOLOGICAL 
SUMMER  
SCHOOL

Painting  
and Prayer  

10–12 September 
2014

The Rough  
Guide to Heaven 

12–19 July 2014

From  
Poetry to Prayer  
11–12 August 2014

Engaging  
with Silence: 

Fruits and Seeds 
– a day to be  

with God 
23 August 2014

 
 

 

 

Public Lectures  
Trinity Term 2012 

 

5.00 pm 
Regent’s Park College 

 

 

Religion, Law and International Relations Programme, in association with 
 

The Oxford Society for Law and Religion 
The Oxford Centre for the Study of Religion in Public Life 

Bristol Centre for the Study of Law and Religion 
Brunel Law and Religion Research Group 

FORBFocus 
 

Law, Religion and Liberty: Legal and Theological Perspectives 

24 April Against Human Rights 
Professor John Milbank, Professor in Religion, Politics and Ethics, University of Nottingham 

 
1 May  Religious Liberty from Trent to Vatican II 

Professor Thomas Pink, Professor of Philosophy, King’s College, London 
 
8 May  Faith on Fire: God and the Sam Sharpe Revolt 

Dr Delroy Reid Salmon, Visiting Fellow OCCC, Regent’s Park College 
 
15 May Law and Gospel: On the Duty to Order the World 
  Dr Esther Reed, Head of Theology and Religion, University of Exeter 
 
22 May Law, Religion & Public Reasoning 
  Dr Jonathan Chaplin, Director, Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics, Cambridge 
 
29 May Numbers and Lines: Metaphysics and the problem of international order 

Dr Catherine Pickstock, Reader in Philosophy and Theology and Fellow of Emmanuel 
College, University of Cambridge 

 
Thursday 7 June Canon Law as an International Legal Framework for a Global Church 

Dr Robert Ombres OP, Lecturer in Canon Law, Blackfriars, Oxford and Former Procurator 
General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 

 
 

 

 

Public Lectures  
Trinity Term 2012 

 

5.00 pm 
Regent’s Park College 

 

 

Religion, Law and International Relations Programme, in association with 
 

The Oxford Society for Law and Religion 
The Oxford Centre for the Study of Religion in Public Life 

Bristol Centre for the Study of Law and Religion 
Brunel Law and Religion Research Group 

FORBFocus 
 

Law, Religion and Liberty: Legal and Theological Perspectives 

24 April Against Human Rights 
Professor John Milbank, Professor in Religion, Politics and Ethics, University of Nottingham 

 
1 May  Religious Liberty from Trent to Vatican II 

Professor Thomas Pink, Professor of Philosophy, King’s College, London 
 
8 May  Faith on Fire: God and the Sam Sharpe Revolt 

Dr Delroy Reid Salmon, Visiting Fellow OCCC, Regent’s Park College 
 
15 May Law and Gospel: On the Duty to Order the World 
  Dr Esther Reed, Head of Theology and Religion, University of Exeter 
 
22 May Law, Religion & Public Reasoning 
  Dr Jonathan Chaplin, Director, Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics, Cambridge 
 
29 May Numbers and Lines: Metaphysics and the problem of international order 

Dr Catherine Pickstock, Reader in Philosophy and Theology and Fellow of Emmanuel 
College, University of Cambridge 

 
Thursday 7 June Canon Law as an International Legal Framework for a Global Church 

Dr Robert Ombres OP, Lecturer in Canon Law, Blackfriars, Oxford and Former Procurator 
General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 

Public Lectures 
Trinity Term 2014

Naming the Unnameable: Music and Theology 
29 April The Portrayal of Christ in Messaien’s Music

Dr Andrew Davies, Senior Lecturer in Intercultural Theology and 
Pentecostal Studies, University of Birmingham

6 May Theological Concerns in French Grand Opera
Dr Robert Letellier, Trinity College and Institute of Continuing Education, 
Cambridge

13 May Experiencing Late Medieval Liturgy: Sound, Silence, Space and the 
Senses
Professor John Harper, Research Professor of Music and Liturgy, and 
Director for the International Centre for Sacred Music Studies, University 
of Bangor

20 May Sacred Music and Secular Society
Dr Jonathan Arnold, Chaplain and Senior Research Fellow, Worcester 
College, Oxford

27 May Why Did Augustine Sing?
Professor Carol Harrison, Professor of the History and Theology of the 
Latin West, University of Durham

3 June Handel’s ‘Messiah’: Tonality and Theology
Dr Deborah Rooke, Research Fellow in Bible and Music, Oxford Centre for 
Christianity and Culture

McCandless Lecture 2014 – The Legacy of the American Civil War

5 June  Gettysburg (� lm screening) N.B. Thursday 4.00pm

10 June  The Enduring Impact of the American Civil War on Contemporary 
International Relations - Professor John Stempel, University of Kentucky

12 June  Lincoln (� lm screening) N.B Thursday 4.00pm

17 June Music as Beauty, Inspiration, Hope and Promise
Trevor Jones, Composer, Stroud

5.00 pm
Regent’s Park College

NEW NOVEL from

K L COLE
Author of � e Purple Veil

FAITHFULNESS
IN RELATIONSHIPS

also available as paperback on Amazon
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The Spiritual 
Love of Learning
Thought we would share a 
quote regarding the spiritual 
love of learning of St Alcuin, 
who became the educator of 
Emperor Charlemagne’s own 
family - truly a world changer 
and influencer of his time:
Alcuin, who had previously been 
schoolmaster and librarian at York Minster 
in the 8th Century said of his own teacher 
and predecessor, Ethelbert, “He watered 
thirsty minds with different streams of 
doctrine and various dews of learning, 
given to these the arts of grammatical 
method, and pouring on those the rivers of 
rhetorical language. Some he took care to 
polish on the whetstone of the law, others 

he taught to sing together in Aeonian 
chant, instructing others to play on the 
pipes of Castaly, and run with lyrical feet 
over the hills of Parnassus.”

A love of books and singing seems to be 
at the forefront of the early British church 
and helped in the establishment of church 
schools to teach both. 

Alcuin’s obvious joy in learning developed 
him as the best kind of teacher to have - 
the one who has been taught well. Its great 
to find organisations still committed to 
these lofty ideals of education.

Trinity Christian School
11 Glebe Road, Reading, RG2 7AG

Independent 
Primary School

OFSTED Nov 2013:
“The provision for pupils’ 

spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development 

is excellent.”

Contact for enquiry or prospectus:

0118 9470366
info@trinitychristianschool.org.uk

The Perils of Preaching
16th – 20th June 2014

S c h o o l  o f  P r e a c h i n g  W e e K  2 0 1 4

Wycliffe hall
The Evangelical College  
in the Heart of Oxford

Book Online: www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

•	 A	blend	of	workshops,	biblical	expositions	and	lectures
•	 Expert	teaching
•	 Practical	tips	and	insights
•	 Exclusive	access	to	Wycliffe	faculty	and	students

A	Permanent	Private	Hall	of	the	
University	of	Oxford

Registered	Charity	No.309703

Wycliffe Preaching The Door 1/4.indd   1 20/01/2014   15:55

For availability list or to buy visit
www.realeasteregg.co.uk  

NEW 
DESIGNS

Original RRP £3.99

Special Edition
RRP £9.99

Sharing (20 eggs  & stories) £19.99

It’s time to buy your Real Easter Eggs now.
You can buy online at ww.realeasteregg.co.uk, from Traidcraft 
and some independent shops. Three supermarket chains have 
limited supplies.  For availability list see www.realeasteregg.co.uk

Where will you buy yours ?

The Real Easter Egg campaign aims to establish giving a Real Easter Egg as 
a tradition. The supermarkets don’t stock enough, so last year more 
than120,000 were sent through the post directly to churches and 
individuals.

To date  more than 450,000 eggs have been bought by churches and 
over£120,000 has been donated to charity.

Out of the 80 million chocolate Easter Eggs sold each 
year, The Real Easter Egg is the only Fairtrade one with 
the Easter story in the box and its charitable. 

Original Real Easter Egg -new design 
(150g RRP £3.99)
3 crosses on the box, comes with Mark’s Resurrection 
text in lid, 24 page Easter storybook, milk chocolate 
egg, pack of our Chunky Buttons 25g and a donation 
to Traidcraft Exchange. Available as listed above.

Special Edition Real Easter Egg 
(280g RRP £9.99)
Celtic crosses with gold finish on the box, comes with 
a Holy Land Olive wood holding cross, extra thick milk 
chocolate egg and a Meaningful milk orange bar. 
Available online, from independent shops and Tesco.
Sharing Box 
(400g - 20 eggs at 20g each RRP £19.99)
Designed for services, assemblies and events, comes 
with 20  ‘Christ is Risen’  foiled 6cm midi-milk choco-
late eggs and 20 copies of the Easter story - 8 page 
booklet. Not available in supermarkets.
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About the eggs

About the campaign

RRP £9.999

Sharing (20 eggs  & stories) £19.99

The Real Easter Egg campaign aims to es
About the campaign
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NEW ONLINE SHOP 
 

sarumcollegebookshop.co.uk 
 
Theological books, church candles and more 
Enter FIRSTORDER at the checkout for 15% o� 

SARUM COLLEGE BOOKSHOP, 19 THE CLOSE, SALISBURY SP1 2EE 
BOOKSHOP@SARUM.AC.UK  |  01722 326899 

WWW.SARUMCOLLEGEBOOKSHOP.CO.UK 
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If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 
about  ACTS or would like to 

make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Alm  Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

Addiction

Counselling

Training

School

www.gilead.org.uk

offering a residential rehabilitation program, called 
KEY, for people with life-controlling addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, 
eating disorders, self harm, and other addictive 
behaviours. Based on a 300 acre dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead also offers the following training in 
addiction counselling:

- Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 150 hours
- Recovery Support Counselling   (17 courses) 280 hours
- Addiction Studies (23 courses)  350 hours

Gilead Foundations is also offering
- Biblical Systematic theology
- The Holy Spirit
- The Person of Jesus Christ

At Gilead Foundations we use the 
Genesis Process Relapse Prevention programme 
with our clients. This training and the Genesis tools 
are used throughout the programme at Gilead: We 
also have a correspondence course on counselling by 
Jay Adams

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 

Registered Charity No. 1002909

OUT NOW!
The latest issue 
of The Son
THE SON is a bright, newsy and uncompromising tabloid newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back at the centre of society.

Written and presented in an easy to read style, based on the UK’s 
biggest circulation newspapers, THE SON is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as well.

The current edition of THE SON includes stories on BBC presenter 
Janey Lee Grace, top neurosurgeon Dr Eben Alexander, and many 
more.

Why not use THE SON to reach your community?

The Son hotline on 
01752 225623

Winter 2013

35p
JANE 
FONDA 
 ON LOVE,   LIFE AND   GOD

       SEE PAGE 3

FORMER SOAP STAR DANNIELLA WESTBROOK ON HER BATTLE WITH DRUGS AND HER  NEW LIFE AS A CHRISTIAN– SEE PAGE 7

GOLDEN GIRL CHRISTINE’S         GOD-GIVEN           TALENT        –Page 14

www.theson.org.uk

‘Christians could face  extinction’
See story on page 10

Minister’s warning

An 86-year-old pensioner who works 
as a Street Pastor and helps the 
homeless and the hungry has been 
named as the country’s top local hero 
in the Pride of Britain Awards.
When most people of her age are safely tucked 

up in bed, widow Anne patrols the streets of 

clubland looking out for vulnerable people at 

risk.
Anne also works in a soup kitchen, helps run 

a cafe for the homeless in her home city of  

Plymouth.
She not only received top honours in the Pride 

of Britain Award, but also later met Prime  

Minister David Cameron.Anne committed her life to helping others after 

her husband Tom died nine years ago.  Heart-
broken and in despair after losing her partner 

of 45 years she decided that she would give 

God all the love that she had for her beloved 

husband.
Anne said: “Everything I do is for God’s  

glory and I am so privileged to be able to take 

His love onto the streets.”Full story on page 2

     ANNE IS PRIDE OF BRITAIN An Act of faith - Interview with Sir Anthony Hopkins See page 5

Honour for 86-year-old Street Pastor

Anne Scarfe
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Make a Mother’s 
Day

by Gillian Johnson

Since Mothers’ Union’s 
Make a Mother’s Day was 
first launched in 2007 
approximately £1,000,000 

has been donated, through the 
campaign, to help mums and families all over the world. 
Some of these donors live in the Diocese of Oxford.  
Maybe you already know about this project.
   But there are still millions of mothers all over the world 
who need your help. Millions who will not get flowers or 
cards this Mothering Sunday: mums, grannies and care-
givers who despite the most difficult of circumstances 
achieve amazing things. This Mothering Sunday we are 
asking you again to pull out all the stops to support more 
struggling families by buying an ethical gift from Mothers’ 
Union’s Make a Mother’s Day catalogue. 

...there are still millions of mothers 
all over the world who need your 
help.   

   Angelina is just one of the thousands of mums helped by 
Mothers’ Union last year.  She and her husband, Eliud, live 
in a rural village in Uganda – close to the border with Kenya. 
Here it is worryingly common for children to drop out of 
school early: girls run away to the city to seek work as maids 
or marry too young; boys are tempted into smuggling goods 
across the border or to work in the dangerous gold mines.  
With nine children Angelina and Eliud were anxious about 
their children’s future but didn’t know where to turn. Moth-
ers’ Union Community Development Coordinator, Connie 
quickly saw the problem and set up a parenting group.  
   Through the group Angelina, Eliud and 38 other par-
ents in the village have found support, learnt new skills 
and strengthened their relationship. Now the par-
ents’ group visits local schools to promote education 
and speak out against the risks of early marriage and 
HIV/AIDS. In our diocese we have Parenting Facilita-
tors like Connie who are ready to run parenting groups 
where a need arises to support couples and families.  
   Since joining the group Angelina says, “We are happy, 
we work together, we sell pineapples and other veg-
etables. Now we have the skills, we can nurture our 
children and bring up our children in the right way.”   
   A gift of £35 supports the work of Mothers’ Union 
Community Development Coordinators like Con-
nie as they reach out to communities like Angelina’s.  
Will you support mothers all over the world, like Angelina, 
and give a gift this Mothering Sunday? Your gift no mat-
ter how small will play a vital role in helping the Moth-
ers’ Union reach out to families in need both here in Ox-
ford diocese, and wider in the UK, and around the world.  
   If you would like to give an ethical gift this Mothering 
Sunday visit www.makeamothersday.org or take a free 
catalogue from the back of your church. It would be a 
kind gesture to send a gift in memory of your own moth-
er, or alternatively in memory of someone who cared for 
you and was a very special influence to you in your life.  
Gillian Johnson is President of the Oxford Diocese 
Mothers’ Union. 

Audio version 
Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227

Editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227 
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Editorial Assistant/Distribution: Debbie Dallimore
Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Glenda Charitos Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: glenda@cornerstonevision.com
Editorial Support Group Chair: The Revd Graham Sykes 
Email: prayerdiary@oxford.anglican.org

Deadline for the May issue:  Friday 28 March 2014.
Published: Monday 14 April 2014. 

The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
(Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). The registered office is
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. 
Tel: 01865 208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability 
of our advertisements, their inclusion in The Door does not guarantee
it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 
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“I had a lovely time working with 
really lovely people. After three years 
I started feeling like it was time to 
move and in a very Jess way it was 
quite random.”
   It was then that a friend told her 
Oxford was a nice place and a job 
came up in the probation service in 
the city. “I got the job and everything 
fell into place which made me think 
that God has a master plan. The 
accommodation got sorted out really 
quickly,” says Jess, who found her 
day job was a dull but dutiful role 
doing administration support for 
the substance abuse team. When she 
looked for other work, she discovered 
there was a Regional Christian Aid 
Office in Oxford, and landed a job 
there.  “I love public speaking. I get 
to hand out placards, I talk to groups 
of people about how they can be 
involved in justice issues,” she says. 
   So what about music? “I started 
singing when I was 10 or 11,” recalls 
Jess, who says she loved a Carols by 
Candlelight Service at the Methodist 
Church where her family worshipped. 
   She volunteered to sing in an open 
mic section of the service and her 

voice just came out. “I loved it. I was 
always in the primary school choir.” 
She went on to have formal singing 
lessons, training in classical and 
opera until she was 16. She got to 
Grade Eight, which is as high as you 
can go before considering a music 
diploma or degree. 
   She also sang in competitions, but 
remembers the embarrassment of her 
very first one.  “It was nerve racking. 
My parents sat there getting nervous 
with me and the first year I forgot the 
song half way through and burst into 
tears.
   “The adjudicator was really sweet. 
They would give comments and 
helpful feedback and he said he would 
love me to come back the following 
year so he could hear me sing a song 
all the way through.“
  She was introduced to folk music 
when she was young and while 
the genre can traditionally have 
dark lyrics, she describes the songs 
she writes as wistful, hopeful and 
romantic. Naturally she was involved 
in church worship while growing up, 
and thought hard about whether her 
energy should go into doing music 
in a church environment or for a 

broader audience. 
    “I wondered what the difference 
was and if you should just do one 
or the other,” says Jess, who was 
encouraged not to segment music, 
or become legalistic about it. She 
was still in Devon when she first 
performed at an Open Mic night 
and when she moved to Oxford, 
continued regularly playing. While 
during her teens she mainly listened 
to worship tunes, she has now 
become a regular on the Oxford 
music scene and has broadened her 
musical horizons while living here.   
The music Jess enjoys includes Sigur 
Ros from Iceland and Efter Klang. 
“Meeting people on the music scene 
exposed me to more artists,” she 
says. She says she is described as 
folk but feels her sound is closer to 
Eva Cassidy, more of a blues or jazz 
version of folk.  Since then she has 
released an EP, an album, as well as 
local festivals.
Jess worships at St Aldate’s, 
Oxford.  

@jesshallsongs on Twitter, www.
jesshallsongs.co.uk  

God in the life of…

Bringing interfaith dialogue to Oxford University

by Robert Thompson and Manuella 
Kanter

Last week we had the honour 
of representing Oxford 
University’s Christian and 
Jewish student societies 

at the launch of the Council of 
Christians and Jews Student 
Presidents (CCJSP) network. Both 
the Archbishop of York and the 
Chief Rabbi joined 18 Christian and 
Jewish student leaders from across 
the country at Durham University 
to discuss matters of interfaith and 
share ideas on how to bring dialogue 
to our home campuses.
    Improving Jewish-Christian 
relations is extremely important. 
History teaches us that in times of 
economic and political instability, fear 
and misunderstanding of ‘the other’ 
increases. There are deep concerns 

that anti-Semitism is on the rise 
and that some members of both the 
Jewish and Christian faiths fail to 
recognise the wonderful contribution 
that inter-faith dialogue with our 
brothers and sisters can bring.
  University is often the first time 
students encounter people of a 
different faith. The diversity of 
the student body presents a great 
opportunity for respectful discussion 
in Oxford, so that students leave not 
only with a degree but with greater 
understanding of others’ beliefs. The 
lessons we learn at university shape 
our lives beyond graduation and have 
a significant impact upon our choices 
for the future. That is why interfaith 
relations should begin with students 
on university campuses; to learn from 
one another’s traditions, to respect 
our differences, and to celebrate our 
common ground. 

...interfaith relations 
should begin with 
students.

    It is extremely encouraging that 
the CCJ is supporting the initiative, 
which will provide resources for 
students across the country to meet 
and discuss interfaith and invite high 
profiled speakers to our own campus. 
We have already begun this important 
work – on Thursday the 6th of March 

we hosted a joint evening between 
the Oxford Jewish Society and the 
Oxford John Wesley Society as part of 
the Oxford JSoc’s interfaith week. 
   We invited Rabbi Natan Levy, 
Interfaith and Social Action 
Consultant at the Board of Deputies 
and the Reverend Bruce Thompson, 
Chair of the Lincolnshire Methodist 
District and Chair of the Methodist 
Friends of Judaism to speak with 
students. We hope that this will 
contribute to strengthening ties 
between Jewish and Christian 
students in Oxford and will be a 
fitting starting point for our work as 
CCJSPs.
 Robert Thompson and Manuella 
Kanter are inaugural members of 
the CCJSP project and members of 
the respective Christian and Jewish 
societies on campus at Oxford.
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Folk singer/songwriter and 
Christian Aid worker Jess Hall 
tells Jo Duckles how she came 
to Oxford from Devon via 
Swansea and Kenya.

Jess is becoming famous for cream teas 
on the Oxford music scene. Nightshift, 
the local music magazine and the 
Oxford Times have made reference to                                       

     the famous Devon treat in the publicity 
for Jess’s new album, Bookshelves.
   I meet Jess in the News Café for lunch 
just down the road from the Christian 
Aid office where she works as Regional 
Co-ordinator for Berkshire and there was 
not a scone or pot of jam and cream in 
sight. There she told me about her work 
inspiring people to stand against poverty 
and the role music plays in her life. 
  Jess was born in Berkshire, but moved 
to Devon aged five, where she grew up in 
South Molton and Barnstaple. “I went for 
a cream tea in Oxford and it wasn’t the 
same,” says tee total Jess who admits that 
fizzy drinks and cake are her only vices.
   Growing up in a church going family, 
Jess was a member of Girls Brigade and 
the church youth group. She was just eight 
when a friend came round and told her she 
had become a Christian. 
   “She went to a church across the road 
from my house. Becoming a Christian 
seemed like a good idea which doesn’t 
sound profound. People say ‘bang’ about 
when it happened to them, but for me 
coming to faith was more of a journey.  
When you are young you are learning 
about everything  and growing up learning 
about God along the way. I was 13 when I 
went to Soul Survivor for the first time.”
   Jess kept going to the Christian youth 
event through her teens and says it 
sustained her in a church where “she was 
the youth group”. On leaving school at 18 
she did a gap year at Soul Survivor’s offices 
in Watford. “I thought I would discover 
my purpose and what I was supposed to 
do next but actually I think that time was 
about developing my relationship with 
God. It was more about being than doing,” 
she says.

   After a short stint in London, Jess 
moved back to Devon, where she worked 
in the factory where her dad worked, 
until she figured out she wanted to study 
International Development. “I didn’t want 
to do a degree that wasn’t useful,” says 
Jess, who was aware university meant 
committing three years of her life and a 
lot of money. So when the International 
Development leapt off the page of a list 
of courses, Jess knew immediately it 
was for  her. She landed herself a place 
at university, the nearest UK university 
campus to a beach, where Jess would 
spend a lot of her relaxation time during 
her university years.
   She says her inspiration for helping 
others came from a book about Florence 
Nightingale she was given as a child. “It 
was about her calling as a nurse and how 
she went about that much to her family’s 
displeasure. They were wealthy and didn’t 
fancy her hanging out with sick people.”
   Jess’s studies took her to Kenya to 
research responses to poverty, comparing 
Kenyan students to UK students. Kenyan 
students felt they needed to be the answer 
whereas in her sample of UK students, 
there was very little awareness of global 
poverty issues. 
   Jess’s upbringing however had been 
informed by Tearfund’s children and youth 
resources and she was switched on to 
how people in the UK can have a positive 
impact on poverty. She decided her calling 
was to campaigning and awareness raising 
in the UK. 
   After graduating in 2005 she took a 
mammoth coach journey with her mum 
to Edinburgh for the launch of Make 
Poverty History. “I saw the people handing 
out the placards and thought ‘This is it, 
this is where I want to be.’ I wanted to be 
the person handing out the placards and 
getting people inspired.”
   Competition for jobs in International 
Development is fierce and Jess started 
working in the public sector, overseeing a 
district council grants scheme in Devon for 
sustainable development projects. 

Continued on page 15.Singer Songwriter Jess Hall. Photo: John Cairns www.johncairns.co.uk 
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Arranging a funeral is a stressful 
and demanding time.
Five generations of experience:
we know we will make a 
difference.

Reading head office  0118 957 3650
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         Adrian Smith 

Painter & Decorator 

Tel: 07717060297

 

Email: asmith417@btinternet.com 
A quality service using quality materials  Commit your 

work to the 
Lord, and 
your plans 
will be estab-
lished.

Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV)



www.oxford.anglican.org
Pull this section out.  Keep it handy for your own 
prayers and involvement in the Diocese.

April 2014

‘The still small voice’

Thought for the month
By David Winter

Even though I walk through the 
darkest valley, I fear no evil; for 
you are with me; your rod and 
your staff - they comfort me. 

Psalm 23:4

You may have missed it, but last 
month - March 8 actually - the 
Church Calendar commemorated 
a certain Geoffrey Studdert 

Kennedy, briefly described as ‘priest, poet’. 
In fact, to my father’s generation he was 
universally known as ‘Woodbine Willie’, 
the most famous of all the first world war 
chaplains. In this year of remembrance 
and commemoration, it seems right to 
remember these remarkable men and 

their ministry. Kennedy owed his strange 
nickname to the plentiful supply of 
Woodbines (cheap cigarettes) which he 
would dispense, together with reassurance 
and prayer, to mud-stained, injured and 
even dying soldiers in the First World War. 
   Studdert Kennedy was the son of a 
parson who followed in his father’s 
footsteps. In 1914 he became Vicar of St 
Paul’s, Worcester, but within a few weeks 
of his induction the Great War began. Like 
many other young clergy, he immediately 
volunteered as an army chaplain and 
soon found himself on the western front, 
right in the middle of the “war to end all 
wars”. By the time the war was over he had 
achieved that odd new name which stuck 
with him for the rest of his life, a Military 
Cross for ’exceptional bravery’ and a place 
in the Church of England Calendar. 
   The chaplains serving on the battle-field 

won the universal respect of the troops. 
My father, who served in the Great War on 
the western front, was usually reluctant 
to talk about it, but he did speak with 
admiration of the army chaplains. They 
insisted on sharing the life of the trenches 
and constantly ventured into No Man’s 
Land to assist the wounded and dying. 
Many were themselves injured or killed. 
They quickly realised how remote the 
average soldier was from formal church 
services and the language of the Bible and 
the Prayer Book. They came back after 
the War determined to change things in 
church, but it took a long while.
   Studdert Kennedy moved from being a 
typical Edwardian parson, who thought 
that the main object of a war was to win 
it - he once joined the troops for bayonet 
practice - to being a convinced pacifist who 
thought the best thing to do with wars was 

to end them.
   After the war he became a vicar in 
the City of London, a published poet, 
and in the early days of radio a popular 
broadcaster. When he died in 1929 it was 
reported that crowds lined the pavements 
as his funeral procession made its way 
through the streets. Food for the Fed-up 
was the title of a book he wrote principally 
for the soldiers in the trenches. It was the 
Creed explained in their language. The 
Unutterable Beauty was the title of his 
Collected Poems, many of them based on 
his experience of the western front. He 
found, these poems reveal, a mysterious 
beauty in the grim humour, honest fear 
and raw courage of the men with whom he 
had so often shared a fag and a prayer.

David Winter’s new book At the End of 
the Day was recently published by BRF 
(£6.99).

Woodbine Willie

by Martin Gorick

My cycle routes to Diocesan 
Church House get ever 
longer and more complicated 
as pathways get cut off by 

floods.  While inconvenient for me these 
travel problems are as nothing compared 
to those whose driveways, gardens and 
houses have been inundated twice already 
this year and my heart goes out to them 
all. 
   The Atlantic storms have been so 
relentless and powerful, and the resultant 
damage so widespread that it is right to 
ask questions. Are we beginning to see the 
results of climate change? The increased 
frequency of extreme weather events that 
scientists have long warned us about?
   David Cameron has called these floods 
“Biblical”, though I’m not quite sure what 
he means by that. There was only one 
flood in the Bible, and in that story it 
almost wiped out all living creatures on 
the earth. Thankfully our floods are not 
exactly ‘Biblical’ in that sense!  

 “Floods, tsunamis, 
earthquakes.Where is 
God in all of that?

     A  UKIP Councillor, downstream from 
us in Henley, also went down the ‘biblical’ 
line, claiming that the floods were God’s 
judgement on our nation, specifically on 
the Government’s decision to bring in 
legislation to allow gay people to marry. 
Now whatever we may feel about that 
legislation, and how it was brought in, 
as a Christian I cannot agree with the 

councillor’s message. The legislation was 
brought in by a group of MP’s, yet the 
floods are indiscriminate. Its not the 
House of Commons that is flooded (as yet 
anyway!) but the houses of young and old, 
rich and poor across the land.  If God was 
firing off punishment at our law givers, 
surely he would take better aim?!
   The idea that major natural disasters are 
“Acts of God” is as old as time of course, 
and still appears on some insurance 
documents to this day. As human beings 
we like to feel in control of things, and in 

our modern western world the forces of 
nature don’t often intrude. When they 
do we are naturally shocked as our sense 
of order and predictability breaks down. 
Floods, tsunamis, earthquakes. Where is 
God in all of that? Such disasters are often 
called “Acts of God”, but are they?
   There is a story in the Bible, in 1 Kings 
chapter 19,  where the prophet Elijah is 
depressed: depressed at the state of the 
world, depressed at the oppression of his 
people and their undeserved suffering. He 
crawled away into the desert, into a cave, 

and wished he was dead. But God said 
that he would come to him. First a terrible 
windstorm passed by. But God was not in 
the wind. Then an earthquake. But God 
was not in the earthquake. Then a great 
fire. But God was not in the fire. The Bible 
passage makes clear that God was not to 
be found in these terrible acts of nature, as 
people primitive in religious thought often 
believed. They are just part of the way the 
natural order makes and re-makes itself 
across the generations. God is not in or 
behind such things, and certainly does not 
cause them to happen as if he were a great 
puppeteer manipulating the world for his 
benefit.

‘...working ceaselessly in 
us and amongst us for the 
common good.’

   God is not found in Earthquake, wind 
or fire, the passage goes on, but in “the still 
small voice”.  The “still small voice” that we 
may all recognise within us, the “still small 
voice” that enables people in disasters to 
reach out to help. The “still small voice” 
that leads us to dig deep to help those in 
need, and keep doing so month by month. 
The “still small voice” that brings Muslim 
and Christian, Jew and Hindu to work 
together out of a common compassion and 
a common concern for humanity. 
   God is not “out there” causing such 
disasters. He is “God with us – Emmanuel”, 
with those who suffer; “the still small 
voice” working ceaselessly  in us and 
amongst us for the common good.
The Ven. Martin Gorick is 
Archdeacon of Oxford. 



Advertising

April prayer diary

Our Bishops on Sundays
Sunday 6th Lent 5   Bishop Andrew confirming at St Mary’s 
Maidenhead. 
Sunday 13th Palm Sunday.   The Making Disciples team.  Michael 
Beasley, Stephen Barber, Ian Macdonald, Yvonne Morris, Robin 
Brunner-Ellis, Andrew Gear,  Catharine Morris, Peter Morgan, 
Sally Welch, Melanie Hawgood and Carolyn Main. Please pray 
for the Mission Department in this year of conferences being 
arranged around the ‘Imagining Faith’ theme. 

Sunday 20th Easter Day.   Please pray for our new Archdeacon 
of Dorchester Judy French, who is currently Vicar of Charlbury 
with Shorthampton. She will take up her post in June. 
Sunday 27th Low Sunday.   Please pray for Charles Chadwick, 
currently Vicar of Bridgwater St Mary and Chilton Trinity in 
Somerset, who will be taking up post as Parish Development 
Adviser for the Dorchester Archdeaconry in early June. Please 
pray for clergy taking a well-earned post-Easter break.

Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford.
The gifts he gave were that some would be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-12

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power 
of the Spirit for:

Tuesday 1st  Milton Keynes Deanery . 
Tim Norwood, David Thom, Penny 
Keens, Tony Stanyer, Chris Collinge, Paul 
Oxley, Peter Ballantine, Linda Kirk and 
Alan Hodgetts.Pray for our  work with 
ecumenical partners in mission, prayer 
and training; the new communities being 
built on the edge of the city, and existing 
areas with high levels of deprivation. 
Board of Education Meeting.
Wednesday 2nd  Milton Keynes  Christian 
Foundation. Stephen Norrish. Pray for 
young people struggling to find housing 
and employment and for vulnerable 
families and families at risk. Milton 
Keynes Mission Partnership. Mary Cotes, 
Diana Miller, Adrian Prisk and Penny 
Warburton. 
Thursday 3rd  Bletchley  Catherine Butt, 
Peggy Faithfull, Andrew Walmsley, Philip 
Bates and Peter Cutler. Please pray for 
the Benefice in vacancy as  they seek a 
Rector to lead them in Mission.  Bletchley 
Coldharbour Controlled School. Oxford’s 
Cathedral at Christ Church.  Christopher 
Lewis, Edmund Newey, Nigel Biggar, 
Sarah Foot, Angela Tilby, Graham Ward, 
John Paton, Ralph Williamson, Amanda 
Bloor and Robert Grimley.  For God’s 
blessing on their ministry within, around 
and beyond the cathedral.
Friday 4th  Christ the Cornerstone 
Milton Keynes  Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga, 
Tim Norwood, Fr Joe Williams (RC) 
Brenda Mosedale (Methodist) and 
Marian Balance. Please pray for this fast 
growing multicultural congregation. Pray 
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, for  
imagination and wisdom to make the 
right changes to reflect the diversity of 
our congregation. Also for our AGM  to 
elect, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit,  the right people to the Ecumenical 
Council to lead the church into the future. 
Saturday 5th  Fenny Stratford  Victor 
Bullock, John Hibbard and Ian Thomas. 
Pray for our partner Diocese of Växjö, 
Sweden,  for the newly elected members 
of the parish councils and the diocesan 
board and for the renewal of our work 
with families and children.
Monday 7th  Stantonbury and Willen  
Paul Smith, Peter Ballantine, Andy 
Jowitt, Liz Baker, David Wilson, Mary 
Lovegrove and Barry Fleming.  Please 
pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as 
we work out the future of our Ministerial 
Deployment following Team retirements 

and for each of our six congregations as 
they seek to develop their life and growth. 
Great Linford St Andrew Controlled 
School. 
Tuesday 8th  Stony Stratford with 
Calverton.  Ross Northing, Graham 
Sanders and Janet Northing. Pray that we 
may more fully share in the continuing 
mission of Christ the Redeemer as, 
entirely within our Parish, building 
commences on the largest housing 
development (6500 homes) outside of 
the Thames Gateway and that we may 
continue to welcome new members and 
nurture the Faith among all who seek 
Christ. SS Mary and Giles Aided School 
Stony Stratford.
Wednesday 9th  Walton (Milton Keynes 
Team Ministry)  Matt Trendall. Give 
thanks for the new clergy team (in place 
since the autumn of last year), and pray 
that the team seeks the Lord’s wisdom 
and grace for how to develop our mission 
in Walton and  pray that the Lord blesses 
our desire to grow our children’s and 
youth work across our three churches . 
Wavendon Controlled School.
Thursday 10th  Water Eaton  Wendy 
Carey, Liz Breuilly and Chris Bell 
(Baptist). Please pray for this pilot local 
shared ministry scheme as they pioneer 
a new way of working. Board of Mission 
Meeting.
Friday 11th  Watling Valley, Milton 
Keynes Team Ministry and Local 
Ecumenical Partnership  David Bell, Tim 
Hadden, Mike Morris, Nick Adlem (URC), 
Stephen Mosedale (Methodist) Derek 
Martin and Phyllis Bunnett. Pray for the 
implementation of and engagement with 
our new Partnership vision and continued 
development of our relationships within 
the wider community, especially our 
work with schools and residential homes. 
Christ the Sower Aided School, Milton 
Keynes. 
Saturday 12th  Wolverton  Gill Barrow-
Jones and Peter Dockree   Pray for the 
increasing numbers of children and 
families attending our weekly Messy 
Church service ‘Tuesday Time’ - that 
they might continue to know God’s love 
more deeply and grow stronger in faith 
and for our celebrations of the 200 years 
of Christian witness that Holy Trinity’s 
building has given.  Praying that we might 
continue to be a place where people can 
find peace, prayer and fellowship for the 
next 200 years.

Monday 14th  Woughton Team Ministry . 
Cathi Williams, Paul Norris. Heather 
Pollard (URC), Mike Davidge, and Tony 
Stanyer. Please pray for this benefice in 
vacancy as they seek a new Team Rector.  
Diocesan Advisory Committee meeting 
today. Please pray for their deliberations 
as they seek to advise on the maintenance 
of buildings and re-ordering for mission.  
Tuesday 15th  Cowley Deanery  Bruce 
Gillingham, Andy Gosler, Rachel Edwards, 
Trevor Jones, David Parry, Roger Burne, 
Guy Harrison, Jackie Jones, Tessa Kuin 
Lawton, Ross Martin, Philip Sutton, 
Robin Ward and Margaret Whipp. Pray 
for the Deanery and its officers as they 
settle into the workings of the new 
Archdeaconry of Oxford.  Please pray for 
the Editorial Support Group for the Door.
Wednesday 16th  Blackbird Leys  Heather 
Carter, Adam Stevenson (Free Church) 
and Pamela Baker. Please pray for a group 
of people who are wanting to learn more 
about the Christian faith. For the Lent 
group that is studying ‘Les Mis’ and 
for wisdom as we start to plan the next 
production and seek its funding.
Thursday 17th  Maundy Thursday  
The Blessing of Oils Service at Oxford’s 
Cathedral at Christ Church. Please pray 
for all who are in licensed or authorised 
ministry. Cowley. Howard Thornton, 
Skye Denno and Richard Chand. Pray  for 
the work we are doing in schools in the 
Parish:  St Christopher, St Francis and St 
James and for unity in the Parish. Please 
pray for those who are attending our 
Alpha Course (16 participants) and those 
attending our Confirmation Classes (6). 
Friday 18th  Good Friday. St Mary 
and St John’s Cowley  Adam Romanis, 
Matt Rees, Benjamin Williams, Janet 
Proudman and Philip Clayton. Pray 
for the care of St Mary & St John’s 
Churchyard, the Old Hall development 
project and the Good Friday Passion Play 
on Cowley Road (10.30am). 
Saturday 19th  Headington Quarry  Tim 
Stead, James Stickings, Peter Boulton-
Lea, Deidre Twycross and Jon Bowden. 
Pray for ‘The Event’ in the Wood Farm 
area of our parish which, once a month, 
offers a hot meal, craft activities and 
songs and stories to families who live in 
this part of the parish. Pray also  for our 
on-going consideration of appropriate 
ways to develop our church building 
to enhance our ministry and mission. 
Bishop Alan confirming in Aylesbury 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

Parish of Iver, Bucks
St Peter’s and St Leonard’s churches 

are looking for a 

Christian Youth Worker 
to join their new and existi ng teams. We 
have two thriving “acti vity based” youth 

groups on a Friday evening att racti ng over 
40 young people between the ages of 7 and 

14, staff ed by a great team of volunteers. 
The post is part-ti me to work around your 

job or studies and is 16 hours a week to 
include a Friday night and Sunday morning.  

Salary £8,000-£9,000pa 
according to experience

CLOSING DATE: 
Monday 21st April 2014

Please contact Jan Chrystal 
01753 651001 

or Rev. Robert Gooding 01753 652078

For further details see 
www.iverparishchurch.org.uk

WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/DIRECT

 OR CALL 01782 251000

Thousands of 
CDs and DVDs 
at only £9.97

And thousands of CDs and DVDs 
now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands 
of amazing 

books and DVDs...

Do your 
shopping 

in comfort 
and confidence at 
Cross Rhythms Direct.  

Music, books 
and DVDs for life...

• Bespoke Church Furniture
• Church Interior Design 
• Interior Space Planning
• Stacking Pews & Chairs

T: +44(0)1454 218 535 E: declan@sff urniture.co.uk
www. sff urniture.co.uk

BEYOND
EXPECTATION



Advertising

Deanery. Bishop Andrew  confirming at 
the Easter Eve Vigil at Reading Minister. 
Bishop John confirming at the Easter 
Eve Vigil at Oxford’s Cathedral at Christ 
Church. 
Monday 21st  Easter Monday St 
Andrew’s Headington  Darren 
McFarland. Please pray for growth of 
the music programme as it enhances 
the 10am Sunday Mass. The process for 
the discernment of school values in St 
Andrew’s CE Primary School.
Tuesday 22nd  Headington St Mary  
Maggie Thorne and John Chesworth. 
Pray for our redevelopment plans and 
closure of the church hall, the REInspired 
Project in the local schools and our Street 
Prayers project.  
Wednesday 23rd  St George’s Day  
Highfield. James Cocke, James Larminie 
and Eve Vause. Oxford’s Cathedral  at 
Christ Church. For the mission and 
ministry of the cathedral and the 
countless people who support it;  for 
our links with St Cyprian’s cathedral, 
Kimberley and for all who visit the 
cathedral as worshippers, pilgrims and 
visitors that they may be changed by their 
encounter with God in this holy place.
Thursday 24th  Iffley  Andrew 
McKearney, Bill Beaver, Sarah Northall 
and Sarah McKearney. Please pray for 
the Community Cupboard recently 
established in partnership with the 
Methodist Church, the Oxford Foodbank 
and the Rose Hill and Littlemore Advice 
Centre and for the parish discussions 
concerning the admission of baptised 
children to Holy Communion before 
Confirmation
Friday 25th  St Mark’s Day. Littlemore  
Margreet Armitstead, Teresa Morgan and 
Thomas Albinson. Pray for discernment 
and guidance for the journey of 
collaborative leadership in our church 
and for  increasing, nourishing links with 
people in the local community. John 
Henry Newman C of E Primary School 
and Oxford Academy.
Saturday 26th  Marston and Elsfield  
Tony Price, Alison Price, David Cranston, 
David Blair and Robert Bruce.  Pray for 
our Parish Weekend At Home 2-5 May 
and our preparations to welcome a full-
time stipendiary curate in July.
Monday 28th  New Marston  Elaine 
Bardwell and Alison Salvesen. Please pray 
for the members of the church involved 
in the  local campaign to keep Tesco out 
and saving our existing local businesses 
also our new community Hub and Café 
initiative in our church building. St 
Michael’s Aided School Oxford.
Tuesday 29th  St Clement’s Oxford  
Bruce Gillingham, Jonathan Brant, 
Clint McVea, Theresa Gray and Ken 
Howson. Please give thanks to God for 
the diversity of ages and cultures who 
participate in worship and especially 

Competition winners
The winners of last month’s competition are Barbara Farrar of Witney, Oxfordshire, Mrs 
CM Dowden, of Streatley, Berkshire and R Griffiths, of Milton Keynes. They have each won 
a copy of Ten, Bishop John’s new book. 

Services at Christ Church Cathedral 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).
                Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

thank God for two healing services that 
took place recently including the testimony 
of Maurice Smithson who has been healed 
of cancer. Please pray for those joining 
home groups for our Lent Course entitled 
‘Fit for Purpose - a Lent Course in Spiritual 
Health’ and especially for those preparing 
for baptism at Easter and confirmation 
after Pentecost. Bishop Alan confirming at 
Pipers Corner School. Please pray for the 

Earth Trust Day. 
Wednesday 30th  Bishop Colin confirming 
at St Helen and St Katherine School  
Bishop Alan confirming in Aylesbury.  
Sandford on Thames. Robert Morgan, 
Brian Andrews and Liz Shatford. The new 
community project in an expanded village 
hall and the future of the parish as it 
undergoes pastoral re-organisation.

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

THE free PrayerMate app was featured in our February issue. 
You can now access the Prayer Diary through one of the free 
subscription feeds in the Church section. I use this app every 
day and whilst the set-up is a bit tedious it has helped me to be 
consistent in prayer for people. I like the feature whereby you 
can insert pictures of people who you are praying for and notes 
on what and why you are praying for them The app then reminds you to pray for them in 
accordance with the schedule you set up a new prayer topic. 
Graham Sykes. Prayer Diary Co-ordinator and Chair of the Editorial Support Group 
of the DOOR.

Prayer Diary on your mobile

The Earth Trust Day at Dorchester Abbey takes place on April 29th. Photo: Angela Dearlove

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an application form 
are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

Tel: 01494 678811 
 

 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

A Personal 
Care service 
in your own 
home

• Flexible & tailored care around the clock

• Peace of mind for yourself or a loved-one

• 26 years experience 

• Care hourly on a daily basis or Live-in care

Helping you to make the most out of life  

Call now for a FREE assessment

Jesus said:
I came to  
cast fire on 
the earth,  
and would 
that it were  
already  
kindled!

Lk 12:49 (ESV)
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Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in April

thedoorpost

Healing the Wounds of Psychological Trauma: 
Monday March 31 and Thursday, April 3 at Sarum College. A 
training workshop aimed at people whose work and ministry 
brings them into contact with people who have experienced 
trauma. Cost £250 non-residential, £425 residential (en-suite). 
Contact Alison Ogden for booking enquiries aogden@sarum.
ac.uk or 01722 424826.
Reconnecting church and earth in the 21st Century. 
Tuesday 29th April 2014, 10am to 3.30pm at Dorchester 
Abbey. In the Biblical story of creation, the writer pictures 
humankind being formed from the earth and being given 
responsibility for creation. That metaphor shapes and 
determines the Christian’s understanding of our relationship 
to, and stewardship of, the earth. This gathering aims to 
discover afresh how the chuch can continue to connect with 
the issues facing the land and environment, and particularly 
build a partnership with the Earth Trust. To book your place 
email glynevans@gmail.com by April 11th. 

A course for trebles and sopranos aged nine to 16 7 - 9 
April and 12 April at Abingdon School, from 9.30am. Join 
more than 100 choirsters who come to the three-day course 
each year to improve their singing, learn new music, improve 
tone, diction, breath control and phrasing and much more. 
There will be the chance to win a scholarship to a one-week 
RSCM Residential Course if you are 14 or under. Enquiries: 
Philip Bowcock.  
Credo: Christian Belief in a Secular Age: Christ Church 
Lent courses continue on Sunday, April 6 with Canon Angela 
Tilby speaking on Believing in Humanity.  Arrive at 4.15pm for 
tea and biscuits. 
The World Community for Christian Meditation.  Six 
week introductory course continues on April 1, 8, 15 and 29. 
Sessions are 7 to 8.15pm and the suggested donation is £3 per 
session. The St Theosevia Centre for Spirituality, 2 Canterbury 
Road, Oxford, OX2 6LU. For more information contact 
Jacqueline on jacq.russell@ntlworld.com or Patricia on 07443 
946055. www.christianmeditation.org.

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 28 March 2014.
March26
Letcombe Bassett. Lent Lunches 
will be held at Letcombe Bassett 
Village Hall between 12 noon 
and 2pm. Homemade soup and a 
warm welcome awaits those who 
come along! These Lent lunches 
have been inspired by a poem 
written by Tom Whittle who was 
from Letcombe Bassett: “…Then 
I get up and wander up Brook 
Hill onto The Knoll a favourite 
meeting place of old…”
March 29
Prestwood. Enneagram Sub Types 
with Revd Dave Tomlinson.10am 
– 4pm. Cost £25. Book online 
www.pelagos.co.uk
March 30
Wheatley .  Daffodil Day in the 
gardens of Shotover House, 
Wheatley OX33 1QS. Sunday 
March 30th 2 - 4.30pm. Walk in 
the 18th century gardens beside 
the lakes amid 1000s of daffodils. 
Teas and homemade cake. Free 
parking. Dogs on leads welcome. 
Disabled access. In aid of St 
Nicolas Church Forest Hill with 
Shotover. Fun for all the family 
on Mothering Sunday! Admission 
£2.50   Family concessions.   
Entrance to gardens from 
Wheatley, westbound from A40 
slip road opposite B4027. Follow 
signs. Further details 01865 
872514.
April 12
Dorchester.  Inheritance Riding 
Lights Passion Play for 2014, 
to be performed in Dorchester 
Abbey at 7.30pm. Written by 
Bridget Foreman, Inheritance is a 
communal experience of theatre 
and worship. The performance 
provides an opportunity to reflect 
on Christ’s Passion and, space for 
the audience to make their own 
response at the foot of the Cross. 
Refreshments will be served 
beforehand and doors open at 
6.45pm. Suitable for ages 12+. 
Tickets: £5 and £4 (under 16). Box 
Office: 0333 666 3366 or follow 
the link on the Abbey website 
http://www.dorchester-abbey.org.
uk/

Great Missenden.  Great 
Missenden Choral Society with 
their April Concert Lead, Kindly 
Light accompanied by the St 
John’s Chamber Orchestra. 
Howard Goodall’s Eternal Light, A 
Requiem, was premiered in 2008, 
and contains a setting of John 
Henry Newman’s famous hymn, 
‘Lead, Kindly Light’ in addition 
to  some of the words of the New 
Testament Book of Revelations 
in a very unusual and dramatic 
setting. Great Missenden Parish 
Church, Church Lane, Great 
Missenden HP16 0BA at 7:30pm 
Cost: £12.50 (£6 students and 
children) Tickets available from 
Wynyard-Wright and Ellis Tel: 
01494 864225.

Palm Sunday April 13th
Ducklington.  St Bartholomew 
Church’s annual Fritillary Sunday. 
Come and see, and walk, amongst 
these beautiful rare flowers.  
There are ploughman’s lunches, 
cream teas, plant sales, fritillary 
products, a chance to tour the bell 
tower and look around the church. 
The day finishes with a church 
service. Keep up to date with the 
programme of events at http://
www.ducklingtonchurch.org.uk/
fritillary/
Sandford-on-Thames  Rossini’s 
Petite Messe Solennelle will be 
sung at 6.30 pm by the choir of 
St Andrew’s parish church, OX4 

4ZX. All welcome – no charge. 
Information from 01865 748848.
Saturday 26 April
Banbury: King’s Sutton 
Parish Church, OX17 3RJ, at 
7pm. Mozart’s ‘Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusick’ will be performed 
by the young musicians of Kings 
Sutton, and then the Adderbury 
Ensemble will play Borodin’s 
String Quartet no.2 and Mozart’s 
Quintet for clarinet and strings. 
Tickets £12/£10 on the door. 
Children free. 
Sunday 27 April
King’s Sutton Parish Church, 
OX17 3RJ, at 3pm. Pieces for 
clarinet, viola and piano by 
Bruch and Mozart’s Kegelstat 
Trio. Entry £12/£10 on the door. 
Children free. 
Monday 28 April
Oxford. The Oxford Council of 
Christians and Jews with The 
Oxford Jewish Congregation 
Warmly invite the Door readers 
to a Special Commemoration 
of Yom HaShoah (Holocaust 
Remembrance) The Oxford 
Jewish Centre Richmond Road, 
(off Walton Street), Oxford OX1 
2JL at 7.30pm RSVP by 20th 
April 2014 Email: cjrelations@ccj.
org.uk Phone 0207 015 5160
May 3-5
Stoke Hammond.  St Luke’s 
Church in Stoke Hammond near 
Milton Keynes is having a Flower 
Festival for the first time in 10 
years, and is open daily from 
10.30-4pm.  The official opening 
will be on Saturday 3rd by The Rt. 
Hon John Bercow, MP Speaker 
of the House of Commons when 
not only will the church be open 
for viewing but there will also 
be a Plant and Craft Fair by local 
crafts people on Saturday. It is 
hoped that  visiting organists 
will be playing throughout the 
weekend. Then for the first time 
in many decades the village will 
host Bishop Alan,  The Bishop of 
Buckingham, who will be taking 
a United Family Service at 11am 
on Sunday 4 May.   Teas, Coffees, 
and light lunches will be available 
throughout the weekend. 
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